
Martinique orchids, a unsuspected biodiversity

Map from Caribbean region showing Martinique situation

Xerophytic forest during the dry season at 100m altitude.
�e tree Bursera simaruba without leaves can be seen in 
the foreground. �is area is poor in orchids.

Rainforest at 600m altitude close to the extinct volcano “Le Carbet”. �is area is very rich 
in epiphytic orchids in the canopy. We can see numerous Pleurothallis, Epidendrum, some 
Maxillaria, Vanilla, Dichaea...

Around 800m above sea level, one can observe a shrub 
forest 2-3 m high. �ere are a lot of epiphitic orchids such 
as Pleurothallis species, but also Lepanthes aurea Urb., 
Scaphyoglottis modesta (Rchb.f.) Schltr.

Area high on the slope of the volcano Mount Pelee. Above 1000m altitude, there are more trees but a lot of Bromeliaceaes 
and ferns can be seen. �ere are daily fogs. �ere are not many orchids, but they sometimes grow in the moss, for instance 
some Epidendrum species.

�e magnificent Epidendrum ciliare L. has a wide distribution in South and Central 
America. In Martinique, it grows in sunny areas and its fragrant flowers exceed 10cm 
width. We must protect this orchid against picking up.

Pleurothallis aristata Hook. �is beautiful small orchid is common from 200 
till 1300m altitude.

Maxillaria coccinea (Jacq.) L.O.Wms. ex Hodge. �is species is fairly common and has 
beautiful red flowers. It is an endemic from the Caribbeans.

Along a road leading to Mount Pelee, I could admire the rare and beautiful Epidendrum.
rubroticum Hagsater

Around 700m above sea level in the rainforest: I was astonished to find Maxillaria alba 
(Hook.) Lindl, a species new for the Martinique flora and not previously recorded from 
the lesser Antilles...

Destruction by a bulldozer in a limited area of the nature park to build a parking. 
�ere were a dozen species of orchids on these trees but also non orchid Utricularia alpina.

Conclusion : 

Why such biodiversity?

Fragile environments to protect


